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Abstract of the contribution: This paper proposes to discuss whether localized N3IWF selection for onboarding is needed.
Discussion
When a UE connects to 5GC using untrusted non-3GPP architecture, the UE may select an N3IWF in a different country comparing to the one the UE is located.
Considering the LI requirement to UE communication in the country where the UE is located, in current N3IWF selection procedure, the UE needs to determine which country it is located in and prefers to select an N3IWF in the same country. With that the operator can enforce LI requirement via the N3IWF. If the UE is not configured with an N3IWF FQDN in the same country, the UE needs to construct Visited Country FQDN for SNPN N3IWF to query the DNS server whether the current country mandate the selection of an N3IWF in this country.
In Rel-18, a UE can select an N3IWF for onboarding based on pre-configuration N3IWF FQDN for onboarding. It is not clear whether LI requirement exists for UE onboarding communication. Therefore, it is not clear whether the N3IWF for onboarding selection also needs to follow current N3IWF selection procedure to prioritize an N3IWF in the same country. And whether the UE can select an N3IWF for onboarding in a different country after it checks whether the current country mandate the selection of an N3IWF in the current country.
Proposal
It is proposed to send a LS to SA3-LI to ask whether there would be LI requirement for UE onboarding communication.
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Annex Current SNPN N3IWF selection TS 23.501 clause 6.3.6.2a, it is not clear now whether N3IWF selection for onboarding needs to follow the similar UE logic.
The UE shall first determine the country in which it is located. If the UE cannot determine the country in which the UE is located, the UE shall stop N3IWF selection and abort the attempt to access the SNPN via PLMN.
NOTE 1:	It is up to UE implementation how to determine the country in which the UE is located.
If the UE determines that it is located in the country where the configured N3IWF is located, then the UE uses the configured N3IWF FQDN to select an N3IWF deployed in the SNPN.
If the UE determines that it is located in a country different from the country where the configured N3IWF is located (called the visited country), then:
-	The UE shall construct an FQDN consisting of the SNPN ID of the SNPN subscription and the Visited Country FQDN and indicating the query is for SNPN, as specified in TS 23.003 [19] and perform a DNS query for the resulting FQDN.
-	If the DNS response contains no records, then the UE determines that the visited country does not mandate the selection of an N3IWF in this country for the SNPN identified by the SNPN ID provided by the UE. In this case the UE uses the configured N3IWF FQDN to select an N3IWF deployed in the SNPN.
-	If no DNS response is received, the UE shall stop the N3IWF selection.
NOTE 2:	The DNS can be configured to return no records for the visited country regardless of the SNPN ID provided by the UE. This addresses the scenario that the visited country in general does not mandate selection of a local N3IWF.
-	If the DNS response contains one or more records, then the UE determines that the visited country mandates the selection of an N3IWF in this country. Each record in the DNS response shall contain the identity of an N3IWF of the SNPN in the visited country which may be used for N3IWF selection. In this case:
-	The UE shall select an N3IWF included in the DNS response based on its own implementation means.
-	If the UE cannot select any N3IWF included in the DNS response, then the UE shall stop the N3IWF selection.
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